
 1 

OLD GEELONG FOOTBALL CLUB NEWSLETTER – APRIL 2003 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Welcome to another season of OGS footy at Como Park. This year the Club is fielding three teams, the 
Seniors and Reserves in D2 Section and a Club 18 team in Club-18 South section. A big attempt was made at 
getting an Under 19 team up and running this season. A meeting was held with potential school leavers in 
Geelong late last year, and much time and effort was put in pre-season trying to attract sufficient numbers 
down. Whilst we signed up about 18 players, this was insufficient by a whisker and the Club reluctantly 
withdrew ten days before the start of the season. We have, however, recruited a far greater number of 
younger players into the Club than in the last few seasons, and we hope that they stay with us to play in the 
three sides during the year (some will almost certainly start in our Senior team). 
 
Tom De-Steiger headed up the U19 recruiting, and, with help from Graeme Goldsworthy in Geelong and 
Hamish Browning, every effort was made. However, we always lose a number of potential recruits to the 
Uni sides due to the attraction of them being located on campus. Those who did come down were unable to 
bring enough mates, or were infrequent in their attendance. However, we must move on and look forward to 
the season ahead with a positive attitude, and we will continue to work towards an Under 19’s in 2004. 
 
Pre-season has seen many new faces, with over 55 new registrations (an astounding figure) and some old 
faces returning from overseas. The job of getting these new players registered is massive, and my thanks go 
to Peter Lemon for his fantastic efforts in this regard. The training has been of a high standard and everyone 
is looking forward to the season ahead under new coach Michael Lockman. 
 
Michael comes to us with a strong football background, having played some games with Richmond, 
Collingwood and Sydney in the 1990s, and having recently coached Colac, with finals appearances in both 
years. Locky is a Personal Trainer so has the boys reaching peak condition. He has commented: 
 
“It is with great pleasure that I have accepted the position of OGS Football Club coach for the season 2003. 
The job provides me with great challenges for the season ahead. Season 2002 can only be described as 
disastrous with the senior side winning only one game for the year and being relegated. That is now history 
and all we can do is learn by it. My philosophy for the coming season is simple – to get the best out of 
yourself no matter what your level of ability.. A winning culture and a positive attitude must be developed, 
not only amongst the players, but all associated with the Club. A willingness to work hard and have a “Red 
Hot Go” will ensure that we see a committed OGS Football Club for this year. I look forward to the coming 
season with great anticipation and assure you that no stone will be left unturned in the pursuit of enjoying 
our football and on-field success. (A Premiership.)”     Michael Lockman OGS Senior Coach 2003 
 
The Reserves coach is Ben Dunn. Special mention should be made of Ben as he was recruited to coach the 
Under 19’s. However he has willingly agreed to take on the Reserves position in a terrific show of 
commitment to the Club. Ben came to us through the South Yarra Cricket Club with whom we share the 
ground at Como. Amongst other things, Ben is a director at the Essendon Football Club, works at Citigroup, 
is married with one young daughter, and is studying for his MBA. All this and helping the OGS too! (Tends 
to put paid a bit to the comments sometimes heard around the place “I’d love to help the Club but I really 
haven’t got the time!”) 
 
Locky and Ben will be assisted by a well-known OGS personality Russell “Barrel” Parkinson. Barrel will 
help out at training and match days, and has promised to give the new guys at the Club a bit of mentoring 
and advice based on his many years of involvement with football clubs. The Club 18 will again be running 
with Sean Wilson at the helm. Sean continues to give terrific service to the Club in this capacity, having 
taken on the job for the past four seasons. 
 
Off the field, the structure so far has myself as President, Michael Gretton-Watson as Treasurer, David 
Mims (Secretary), Simon O’Brien and Tom De-Steiger General Committee (there are still two vacancies). 
Mark Vickers -Willis  is assisting Gary Fawcett with Sponsorship and Marketing, Peter Lemon has taken 
back Registrations and Communications after a break of a few seasons, and Tom Seymour is looking after 
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our major fundraiser for the year, the Grand Auction. Lachie Stevens  is heading up an enthusiastic Social 
Committee. 
 
In an attempt to better and more effectively communicate with all our members, we will be attempting to get 
as many people onto our database as possible and with email addresses. Ple ase read the section on Database 
and Communication for more details. 
 
At the end of last football season, the Club’s 10-year licence agreement for the use of Como Park came to an 
end.  We have been granted a new term of three years, and have been advised that a longer term would be 
considered if the Club is able to make satisfactory proposals for capital improvements (to be funded by itself) 
to the Club rooms.  Our thanks to Sam Furphy for the work he did in negotiations with the Council for the 
three-year extension.  The questions of a longer term raises considerable challenges for the Club, not least 
from the point of view of the finances that would be required. 
 
In addition, I am delighted to announce that Club Secretary David Mims  has been a recent recip ient of one 
of the Victorian Amateur Football Association’s Certificate of Merit awards for 2003.  Each year the 
VAFA presents about half a dozen of these to persons considered to have given outstanding and meritorious 
service to Amateur Football over an extended period of time. David has been connected with the Club since 
1982, in an unbroken service capacity which we consider to be quite outstanding. This, as a bare outline, 
includes: 

- as a player: 29 games from 1982 (mainly in 1982 and 1983 - though some of them, he admits, were 
on the bench) 

- as a boundary umpire - varying between Firsts and Reserves most playing weeks since then 
(sometimes including two matches on the same Saturday). In addition, David has boundary umpired 
on some occasions for the VAFA during finals series.  

- Reserves and Club 18 central umpiring for many years in addition to or in place of boundary 
umpiring 

- Club Secretary 1989, 1990, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002. (Also Club 
Delegate to the VAFA during most of these seasons, and Registration Secretary for the Club during 
some of those.) 

- Life Member of the Club; and Best Clubman 1983, 1986 
 
Mimsy was presented with his award at the VAFA’s annual Presidents’ and Secretaries’ Dinner on Monday, 
31st March and we pass on the Club’s congratulations for this most thoroughly deserved award, only the fifth 
received by Club members in our 49-year history. 
 
Finally I ask that everyone get behind our players, coaches, and officials to make 2003 a successful year. 
That means not just coming to a Pivot Lunch. It means getting down to games and cheering us on, and 
offering your services, even just once or twice during the year, to wave the flags or man the scoreboard. We 
can no longer do it ourselves: the workload in running an Amateur Football club is immense (indeed we note 
that a number of Clubs in the top divisions are now operating with full-time Executive Officers!). We need 
every Pivot, Life, and Social member to get involved in a meaningful way this year. 

                                 JOHN MANTON  - President 
 
DATABASE & COMMUNCATIONS 
The Club in recent years has (very rightly) been criticised for its lack of written communication to its wider 
base of non-playing supporters, including Pivot, Life, Sponsors, Parents and social members. Whilst not 
offering specific excuses, the fact is that with so few people willing to step up and assist the Club with the 
day-to-day running, things such as newsletters do suffer as a result. The lateness of this edition, for which we 
apologise, is a prime example. 
 
To improve our communications, the Club already has had a website operating since the start of 2002. 
Thanks to Roly Imhoff at Banhoff Solutions, this site provides weekly information notes, the Club’s 
fixtures and results, details about sponsors, contact names, and links to the VAFA website. The bottom line, 
however, is that it is insufficiently accessed, mainly because too few know of its existence. We strongly urge 
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everyone to use this site regularly and to please put this address into your Internet Favourites: 
www.oldgeelong.com.au 
 
The next initiative is underway to get our database up to date, and to include on it as many e-mail addresses 
as possible. A great deal of work in this area has been done over some months by Garth Manton, Tom 
Seymour and Mark Vickers -Willis, but we still have quite some way to go. The quickest, most efficient, 
and cheapest way to communicate with our members is electronically, and in due course we would like to be 
able to move to that for many of our members. “Snail mail” costs us over $500 per mail-out - and at least 
20% of the envelopes end up coming back “not at this address”!  
 
We urge all members who have an e-mail that is not currently known to us to please contact David Mims on 
mimsey@optusnet.com.au with your address (and any other data changes; we still want to have your 
physical address and phone numbers) so we can keep you current. Hopefully the time will come when 
newsletters can be sent out almost entirely electronically.  
 
Next year we will be celebrating 50 years  as a Club (its first game was in April, 1954) and we want to be 
able to reach as many past players, officials, and supporters as we can for this big year, as well as just 
increasing our regular contact with you. 
 
OFFICIALS NEEDED 
Further to what was said in John’s Manton’s report, the Club really does need more off-field support. It 
cannot be left to the players and a handful of committee and others to run an organisation that will turn over 
in excess of $70,000 this year. The demands of today’s world now impact just as much on amateur sporting 
clubs as major organizations. Legal Questions, Medical, Insurance and Liability, Social Responsibility, and 
Government Legislation issues are creating massively greater administrative responsibilities off the field, let 
alone on it, for a club run by volunteers. And those volunteers are all too few. 
 
Dale Fraser is running the Officials Game-Day Roster for this season. For each team at a home game we 
must provide the following: Goal Umpire, Time Keeper, Interchange Steward, Umpire Escort, Scoreboard 
Attendant and Boundary Umpire. When playing away, all of the above are required except for scoreboard 
and interchange. In addition Team Managers are required, as well as the Coach’s Runners and Waterboys. 
The list is massive. Dale can be contacted on 0414 643201 and he would love to hear from anyone who 
could help out, even if just once or twice in the year. 
 
SPONSORSHIP 
Sponsorship is of crucial importance to our continued existence.  But it is something that must involve two-
way traffic. It is not a donation.  Details of our sponsors appear on the Club Website, and there is also 
reference to the businesses of people who help us on the Weekly Notes on the web.  We urge everyone 
connected with the Club to familiarise themselves with our sponsors, and to use their product whenever the 
opportunity arises. 
 
MAJOR AUCTION 
The number one fundraising effort this year is the return of the famous OGS Auction Night. This year it will 
be a gala event at the Crown Palladium Ballroom and Tom Seymour is running the event for us. The date is 
Friday, July 25. Please set it aside now. We need 300 people at this function and are looking for 30 table 
captains to get together a table of 10 each. To-date we have about half of the 30. Tom will be seeking some 
of you out soon, but if you would like to be involved, and/or can donate some auction items, please contact 
him on  0414 896 988 or our@elitesports.com.au  
     
PIVOT CLUB LUNCHES 
The world-famous Pivot Club Lunches are again an integral part of the OGS season in 2003. Put the 
following dates into your diary/outlook calendars now:  Saturday April 26 and Saturday August 16. For the 
ladies we have the Ladies Lunch on Saturday June 14, followed by the not-to-be missed “Miss OGS” in the 
evening.   
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MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Subs are critical for the cash flow of the Club. The majority of the expenses of running the Club are incurred 
during the first half of the year, so early payment of subs is absolutely vital to avoid Treasurer Michael 
Gretton-Watson tearing his hair out. Included in our outlays are items such as: Ground Rental - Como Park; 
Electricity – training lights and rooms; Club phone account; Cleaning costs; Coaching fees, courses and 
costs; VAFA affiliation, umpiring and related fees - for this season in the vicinity of $25,000; Amateur 
Footballer magazines  (in the vicinity of  $150 a week); Trainers & Physios: for match days and training 
nights; Footballs (just one new football costs close to $100); Medical Gear and Equipment, especially tape, 
miles and miles of it; Player Insurance/Public Liability Insurance/Rooms and contents insurance; Newsletters 
and communications (hardly a major expense in recent years, but I am working on it – Ed.); Jumpers -  
including weekly laundry costs. 
 
Players were asked to pay up at the Jumper Presentation on the Thursday before the season; however it is our 
non-playing members whom we also ask to see with their money as soon as possible. The subs for the year 
have been set at: Pivot Club $110; Players $160; Students $100.  Please use the enclosed form to reply. 
 
There has been no “Social” membership category set. But it would be greatly appreciated, if you are not a 
Pivot or Playing Member, if you would consider making some form of financial commitment to the Club this 
year. As John noted, the cost to run the Club will be well in excess of $65,000, so any donation would be 
greatly appreciated. 
 
SOCIAL EVENTS 
A social sub-committee headed by current players Lachie Stevens , Jon Malpas , and Mark Avery will be 
working on a number of possible activities this season. Whilst such events are run for the benefit of players, 
it would be great to see our wider Club membership make the effort to attend one or two events this year. 
Hopefully a couple of events – such as a Trivia Night or a Golf Day – with appeal right across the Club 
membership will make an appearance on the social calendar. Keep abreast of these events by checking out 
the website (www.oldgeelong.com.au) regularly. The weekly “Player Notes”, also posted on the web, are a 
great source of current news and information. 
 
PRACTICE MATCHES 
The Club participated in three practice matches prior to the season starting. The first was a 6-quarter scratch 
match against West Brunswick. Whilst the scores were not kept most observers felt the OGS prevailed and it 
was a positive start to the pre-season. The second match was on the hallowed turf of Arden Street, home of 
the Kangaroos. We played two matches against AJAX. The Reserves game saw OGS with 20 on the 
interchange bench at the start. Sadly, too few of those were under 19’s but nevertheless the numbers were 
very encouraging and the team acquitted themselves well. The seniors were outplayed by a much-improved 
AJAX, although there were some very encouraging signs from OGS, particularly in the third quarter. 
 
Our final practice hit out was against Therry-Penola who are in C Section.  The Reserves put in an extremely 
spirited and encouraging performance, and the Senior side was also highly competitive except for about ten 
minutes in the third term.   
 
A draw card for the Fixtures for the rest of the season is enclosed.  Please bear in mind that changes do 
sometimes occur, and we cannot guarantee the accuracy of what is shown. A phone call to club officials is 
sometimes a good idea. If you want to contact the Club, keep a note of the phone numbers on the fixture 
card. In closing, may we again stress how important it is that we establish a culture amongst our members of 
accessing the website for current information.  
 
Stop Press: at the stunningly well attended Jumper Presentation Night last Thursday, Chris Stinchcombe, 
back from a year overseas, was announced as Firsts’ Captain, Jono Malpas  and Matt Goldsworthy were 
announced as Vice Captains, and two of our great second year contributors, Hugh McCarthy and Charlie 
Fairbairn as Deputy Vice-Captains. 
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Old Geelong Football Club 
 
Dear Member, 
 
Subscriptions for the 2003 Season of the Old Geelong Football Club are now due and 
payable. Would you please assist our Club by paying promptly? Donations are, as 
always, gratefully accepted! They can be posted to: 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Michael Gretton-Watson  
Treasurer, Old Geelong Football Club Inc 
Ingrams & Co, Chartered Accountants 
PO Box 2200 
SOUTH YARRA VIC 3141 
 
SUBSCRIPTION FOR THE 2003 SEASON 
 
Players    $160  $  
Student Players/U19  $100  $ 
Pivot Club Membership  $110  $ 
Donations      $ 
         --------------- 
TOTAL      $__________ 
         
Cheques to be made payable to Old Geelong Football Club or  
Debit my Bankcard, MasterCard, Visa, or American Express. 
 
CARD TYPE:……………………………. 
 
CARD NO:              
 
EXPIRY DATE: __/__ SIGNATURE: _______________________________ 
 
NB. To assist in re-establishing and maintaining accurate membership lists, please 
provide your name, address, telephone number and email address. 
 
Name: ……………………………………………………….. 
 
Address: ……………………………………………………….code……….. 
 
Phone: H……)……………………………; bus ….. )…………………………… 
           
           Mobile…………………………………………………… 
 
E-mail: ………………………………………………………..   


